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Community & Wellbeing Policy Development Advisory Group 
18 MAY 2021 

 
 

Present: Councillors: Tricia Youtan (Chairman), Chris Brown, Frances Haigh, 
Colin Minto, Roger Noel, Lynn Lambert, Kate Rowbottom, Jim Sanson, 
Belinda Walters and James Wright 
 

 
Apologies: Councillor: Andrew Baldwin 

 
Also Present: Councillor: Ruth Fletcher 

 

26   NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The notes from the previous meeting on 9 March were received by the Group. 
 

27   HOUSING STRATEGY 2021-26 
 
The Head of Housing and Community Services briefed the group on the 
updated Housing Strategy. The Strategy had been informed by learning 
throughout the Covid pandemic in order to build further upon recent 
achievements, as well as identify areas to investigate further.  
 
The new strategy was to be implemented in a 3-stage approach and contained 
5 key objectives: 
 

 Ending the need for anyone to sleep rough 

 Supporting independent living 

 Delivering affordable homes for our communities 

 Providing safe and secure homes for those in need 

 Preventing homelessness 
 
There were several challenges anticipated, however the data led strategy would 
set out a person-centric approach in order to overcome these and achieve the 
stated objectives.  
 
The Head of Housing and Community Services also provided details on the 
Housing service’s proposed action plan, which included a number of service 
area reviews and key actions.  
 
The group was supported the proposed five objectives but commented that they 
may need some clarity to differentiate. Moving forward, the strategy would 
continue to be developed and be taken to Cabinet followed by Council for 
approval.  
 

28   TAXI LICENSING POLICY REVIEW 
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In light of new statutory guidance, the Head of Environmental Health updated the 
group on subsequent changes to the Taxi Licensing policy in relation to Hackney 
Carriage and private hire cars. The new policy aimed to further protect the public 
including young and vulnerable people, as well as future proofing for greener vehicles 
and the Council’s carbon reduction requirements. Consultation was to be undertaken 
with industry in order to gain feedback. 
 
 The report was to be taken to the Council’s Licencing Committee before consultation 
with the industry and finally full approval sought from Full Council.  
 

29   IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW 'FIT AND PROPER PERSONS' 
PROVISIONS 
 
The Principle Environmental Health Officer briefed the group on the introduction 
of legislation around the control of caravan sites.  The legislation introduced the 
requirement to assign a ‘fit and proper person’ to manage each site in order to 
increase regulation and control.  
 
The Environmental Health Team would subsequently put a new fees policy and 
an enforcement policy to the Council’s Licensing Committee and to Full Council 
for approval.  
 

30   FORWARD PLAN EXTRACT FOR THE COMMUNITY MATTERS AND 
WELLBEING PORTFOLIO 
 
The Forward Plan extract was noted by the Group. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 6.53 pm having commenced at 5.30 pm 
 
 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 


	Minutes

